Touring exhibition 2005–2006

The Background
Joinedupdesignforschools was a six-year research
programme (2000–2006) that worked with over
100 schools to become a model showing how to give
young people a say in the way schools are designed.
It listens to the main consumers of education – the
pupils themselves.
By giving pupils the responsibility of being the clients,
of being their school’s representatives and decisionmakers, they experience a situation that teaches them
skills such as communication, teamwork, negotiation
and problem-solving. The key to this learning is the
development of the pupils’ relationship with their
consultants, the designers and architects.
In the joinedupdesignforschools programme, pupils
worked with some of the UK’s leading names in
design and architecture, including the Richard Rogers
Partnership, Paul Smith, Thomas Heatherwick, Alsop
Architects, Priestman Goode, Wolff Olins and Conran
& Partners. More than 50 such firms were involved,
and they all responded seriously to the briefs set
by their pupil client teams. They created concepts
for better learning and social spaces, more civilised
eating places, uniforms that pupils want to wear, toilets
that are clean and safe, schools that are brighter and
more colourful, and new identities of which the pupils
can be proud. In short, the designers and architects
created places where 21st-century pupils want to be.
Some of the concepts have been implemented and the
Department for Education and Skills (DfES) is providing
match-funding to enable more to become a reality.
Over six years, the Sorrell Foundation ran projects
and workshops in more than 100 schools, working
closely with 700 pupils in client teams, often involving
the entire population in each school, which means
that a total of more than 10,000 pupils have been
involved in joinedupdesignforschools. The Foundation
organised a national touring exhibition to disseminate
the findings, which involved more schools and pupils.
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Joinedupdesignforschools
Touring exhibition 2005–2006
The Sorrell Foundation’s joinedupdesignforschools tour reached
its final destination in Westminster on 7 June 2006, with a
private view and reception attended by over 100 guests,
including more than 20 MPs and peers. Jim Knight MP, Minister
for Schools, told the audience, ‘I would say to consortiums and
contractors who are building schools for the future: look closely
at the examples that have been achieved through this work.
Look at how they can be replicated. Look to see if you can copy
the successes here and make sure that the pupils’ voice is heard.’
The tour has visited ten locations throughout the country since it
began in October 2005; Cambridge, Nottingham, Manchester,
Newcastle, Hull, Birmingham, Bristol, Maidstone and, at either
end of the tour, Portcullis House and the House of Commons,
Westminster.
It was seen by 40,000 people, including 5,000 schoolchildren,
many of whom participated in Sorrell Foundation forums and
local authority workshops, using the joinedupdesignforschools
exhibition as an inspiration for discussion. In total, seven forums
were hosted by local authorities. Each forum was addressed
by speakers working at the forefront of developing schools for
the future. Speakers included: Chris Bissell, Principal Architect
of the DfES; Mukund Patel, Schools Capital, Head of Design
and Assets, DfES; George Ferguson, PPRIBA, Chair of Acanthus
Ferguson Mann; Steve George, Group Design Manager,
Hull City Council; Phil Roberts, Programme Design Manager,
BSF, Manchester City Council; and John Devlin, Director
of Development and Enterprise, Gateshead City Council.
Pupils who were involved with the joinedupdesignforschools
programme gave presentations and joined in discussions
about the process.

As the tour progressed, the forums came to focus on one key
question: what are the main benefits and barriers to pupil
engagement in the BSF programme? Forum attendees were
asked to work in groups to address this question and give
feedback about their discussion.
There was consensus across all the forums about the key issues:
that consulting pupils had multiple beneficial effects for the
children, their schools and consequently, BSF delivery outcomes.
The most recurrent barrier mentioned was finding time in the
BSF process for pupil engagement and managing expectations.
Many people have told the Sorrell Foundation they found
the exhibition really valuable. The Foundation aims to build
on the achievements of the joinedupdesignforschools tour by
continuing to make the exhibition and knowledge available.
Requests have been received from venues in Glasgow,
Wakefield, Stoke-on-Trent and Cork, for the full show, plus
the Foundation has been invited to work with six local
authorities on BSF projects, a City Academy, and a further five
organisations planning BSF events and conferences. It has also
been invited by the Design Museum to play a significant role in
the Design for Daily Life exhibition, 2006–07.
The Sorrell Foundation has received exceptionally positive
feedback from individuals and organisations around the country
and would like to thank the DfES for its continued support,
and in particular, for enabling the joinedupdesignforschools
exhibition to tour. We believe the joinedupdesignforschools
model can be incorporated into BSF, Primary Capital and
Academy programmes and that there will be a continuing need
for BSF project teams, consortiums, local authorities, schools
and pupils to be able to see what can be achieved through
consultation with pupil engagement.

Forum: 23 February, 2.00-4.00pm
Keynote speaker: Mukund Patel, Schools Capital, Head of Design and Assets, DfES
Presentations: Brecknock Primary School + William Warren, Acland Burghley School
+ SHH Architects, Deptford Park Primary School + Richard Rogers Partnership
Panel discussion: Mike Davies (Richard Rogers Partnership), Michael Shew (Head, Acland
Burghley School), Linda Lefevre (Head, Brecknock Primary School), Mukund Patel (Schools Capital, Head
of Design and Assets, DfES)

The Victoria and Albert Museum
London, 21 February–31 March 05
Visitor numbers: 8,000
Forum events
Four Forum events took place, all introduced by former pupils of
Monkseaton Community School Gemma Dowse and Jessica Milner

Forum: 23 February, 6.00-8.00pm
Keynote speakers: Stephen Twigg MP, Mukund Patel (Schools Capital, Head of Design and Assets, DfES)
Presentations: Monkseaton Community School + Fletcher Priest Architects, Mounts Bay School
+ Phin, Manasseh architect, The City School + Cotterell and Vermeulen Architecture
Panel discussion: Sara Davey (Head, Mounts Bay School), Sir Michael Bichard (Rector, University
of the Arts London), John Alder (Head, Kaskenmoor School), Dr Paul Kelley (Head, Monkseaton High School)

Mounts Bay School presentation
Jessica Milner and Gemma Dowse
introduce the V&A Forum

Brecknock Primary School presentation

Baroness Morris of Yardley

Forum: 2 March, 2.00-4.00pm
Keynote speaker: Mike Gibbons, DfES, Innovation Unit
Presentations: Hugh Myddleton Primary School + ArthurSteenHorneAdamson,
Hockerill Anglo-European College + De Matos Storey Ryan, Castleview School + BDP
Panel discussion: Julia Barfield (Marks Barfield), Alan Livingston (Principal, University College
Falmouth), Kathryn Kyle (Head, William Patten School)
Forum: 2 March, 6.00-8.00pm
Keynote speakers: Baroness Morris of Yardley, David Hopkins (Chief Advisor to the Secretary
of State for School Standards)
Presentations: Aldercar Community Language College + Paul Smith, Treviglas College
+ Marks Barfield Architects, Falmouth School + Urban Salon
Panel discussion: Sir Terry Farrell (Terry Farrell & Partners), Paul Grant (Head, Robert Clack
Comprehensive School), Italo Cafolla (Head, Castleview School), Mike Gibbons (DfES, Innovation Unit)

Workshops with schools and designers
Nearly 1000 school children from 46 schools visited the exhibition and took part in
workshops. They created briefs about what they would like to improve in their school
with 32 designers and architects, and their completed project briefs were added to
the exhibition.

Caversham Primary School

Darlinghurst Primary & Nursery School

Sudbourne Primary School
Caversham Primary School with Cottrell & Vermeulen

Brentford School for Girls

Parlimentary Launch
Westminster, 2 November 05
Visitor numbers: 200
Reception host: Barry Sheerman MP
Speakers: Jacqui Smith MP (Minister for Schools), Barry Sheerman MP,
John Sorrell

Schools represented: Brecknock Primary School, Swanlea School,
Camden School for Girls, Acland Burghley School, Hockerill Anglo-European College,
Monkseaton Community High School
Attendees: 104 people, including 21 MPs, 17 designers/architects

Pupils from Acland Burghley School

Portcullis House

Headteachers Anne Canning (Camden School
for Girls) and Michael Shaw (Acland Burghly
School) with Addy Walcott, SHH Architects

Jackie Smith MP with pupil teams from four schools

Barry Sheerman MP with
Brecknock Primary School pupils

The Fitzwilliam Museum
Cambridge, 4–16 October 05
Visitor numbers: 12,800
Reception host: Duncan Robinson, Director of the Fitzwilliam Museum
Speakers: Sally Brooks (Head of Schools Capital, Policy and Delivery, DfES),
John Sorrell

Sally Brooks, Head of Schools Capital,
Policy and Delivery, DfES

Attendees: 85 people, including 12 designers/architects

VIEW from the top
Nottingham, 2–11 November 05
Visitor numbers: 1,500
Forum: 7 November 2005
Chair: John Mitchell, Learning-space
Speakers: Chris Bissell (Principal Architect, Schools Capital Division, DfES),
John Sorrell

Attendees: Approximately 80 people, including 13 school pupils,
3 teachers/head teachers, 12 designers/architects and 15 LEA officers

John Mitchell, Learning-space with pupils
from a Nottingham school

Urbis
Manchester, 22 November–4 December 05
Visitor numbers: 5,000
Forum: 29 November 2005
Chair: Phil Roberts, Programme Design Manager, BSF, Manchester City Council
Speakers: Chris Bissell (Principal Architect, Schools Capital Division, DfES),
Frances Sorrell

Lord Mayor of Manchester,
Mohammed Aszal Khan

Pupil presentations: Cedar Mount High School, Melland High School,
Newall Green High School, St. Paul’s Catholic High School
Attendees: 69 people, including 15 school pupils, 5 teachers/head teachers,
23 designers/architects and 6 LEA officers

Forum: Pupils from four schools join the discussion

Discovery Museum
Newcastle, 13–23 January 06
Visitor numbers: 2,000
Forum: 17 January 2006
Chair: John Devlin, Director of Development and Enterprise, Gateshead Council
Speakers: Chris Bissell (Principal Architect, Schools Capital Division, DfES),
Frances Sorrell

Forum Q&A

Pupil presentations: Oxclose Community School, Blyth Community College,
Walbottle Campus Technology College
Attendees: 67 people, including 13 school pupils, 4 teachers/head teachers,
6 designers/architects and 5 LEA officers

Pupil presentation Blythe Community College

arc
Hull, 4–14 February 06
Visitor numbers: 3,000
Forum: 7 February 2006
Chair: Steve George, Group Design Manager, Hull City Council
Speakers: Steve Cook (head teacher advisor for BSF in Hull), Kay Leech
(Education Manager, East Region, CITB Construction Skills), Mukund Patel
(Schools Capital, Head of Design and Assets, DfES), John Sorrell

Pupil presentations: Sir Henry Cooper School, Endeavour High School,
Isaac Newton School
Attendees: 87 people, including 20 school pupils, 5 teachers/head teachers,
14 designers/architects and 6 LEA officers

Forum workshop

Mukund Patel, Schools Capital,
Head of Design and Assets, DfES

Pupil presentation Sir Henry Cooper School

Custard Factory
Birmingham, 24 February–7 March 06
Visitor numbers: 2,700
Forum: 28 February 2006
Chair: Patricia Gomez, Architect/Urban Designer
Speakers: Chris Bissell (Principal Architect, Schools Capital Build, DfES),
Sylvia McNamara (Assistant Director for School Effectiveness, Birmingham City
Council), John Sorrell

Pupil presentations: Heart of England Business & Enterprise School Client team
Attendees: 66 people, including 35 school pupils, 4 teachers/head teachers,
5 designers/architects and 4 LEA officers

Forum workshop

Tony Howell, Learning and Culture,
Birmingham City Council

The Mayor and Mayoress of Dudley

Chris Bissell, Principal Architect,
Schools Capital Build, DfES

The Architecture Centre
Bristol, 16 March–25 April 06
Visitor numbers: 2,800
Forum: 20 March 2006
Chair: George Ferguson, PPRIBA, Acanthus Ferguson Mann
Speakers: Nick Batchelar (Head of School Improvement, Bristol City Council),
Chris Bissell (Principal Architect, Schools Capital Division, DfES), John Sorrell

Pupil presentations: Whitefield Fishponds Community School,
Brislington Enterprise College, Speedwell Technology College
Attendees: 67 people, including 22 school pupils, 8 teachers/head teachers,
16 designers/architects and 4 LEA officers

Pupils from Whitefield Fishponds Community School
with Kerry McCarthey MP, Bristol East

Brislington Enterprise College

George Ferguson, PPRIBA

Gillian Fearnyough,
Director, The Architecture
Centre, Bristol

County Gallery
Maidstone, 12–22 May 06
Visitor numbers: 2,500
Forum: 12 May 2006
Chair: Grahame Ward, Director of Resources, Kent County Council
Speakers: Chris Bissell (Principal Architect, Schools Capital Division, DfES),
Dr Chris Gerry (Chief Executive, New Line Learning, Innovation in School Design),
John Sorrell

Pupil presentations: Sussex Road Primary School, Saint George’s
Church of England School, Gravesend Grammar School for Girls
Attendees: 81 people, including 18 school pupils, 4 teachers/head teachers,
14 designers/architects and 23 LEA officers

Forum workshop
Pupil feedback at Forum workshop

Grahame Ward, Director of Resources,
KCC, chairs the Forum

Pupil presentation,
Gravesend Grammar School for Girls

Pupil presentation,
Sussex Road Primary School

Westminster
London, 5–9 June 2006
Visitor numbers: 200
Forum: 7 June 2006
Speakers: Jim Knight MP, Barry Sheerman MP, John Sorrell

Schools represented: Acland Burghley School, Whitefield Fishponds
Community School, Mounts Bay School, Monkseaton Community High School
Attendees: 94 people, including 20 MPs, 38 designers/architects

Pupils from Mounts Bay School

Barry Sheerman MP

Pupils from Whitefield
Fishponds Community School

Shaun Warnock talks to Headteacher
Linda Lefevre, Bercknock Primary School

Jessica Milner, former pupil, and Jim Knight MP

Sara Davey, Head teacher and pupils, Mounts Bay School

Feedback from the Forums across the country

Overview

Nottingham Forum

Certain key issues were raised in each regional venue. Forum
attendees were enthusiastic about pupil involvement in creating
briefs for school refurbishment/rebuild projects – which could
have the double benefit of offering valuable input into school
design and developing pupils’ knowledge and life skills. Forum
attendees also agreed unanimously that pupil involvement must
begin early; long before the BSF process gets underway.
A common misgiving was that input from pupils and teachers
would not survive the BSF process – either because of time
constraints or the complexity of the process. Many attendees
were worried about raising pupils’ expectations, only to
disappoint them if a design has to be modified to suit the budget,
or will not be completed before the children leave the school.
In Q&A sessions, pupils involved with joinedupdesignforschools
stressed this was not the case, and they were happy to leave a
legacy for younger children at their school.

Attendees were divided into seven groups and asked,
‘How might we use the ideas from the joinedupdesignforschools
projects to contribute to new school building programmes and
curriculum innovation in the East Midlands?’
Each group identified four or five responses to this question,
from which seven key points were chosen. Each group then
discussed one of the points before feeding back to the room.
The key issues identified were:
• Schools need to do a lot of work before the design
process begins
• LEAs and head teachers need to appreciate the
importance of consulting pupils
• School design shouldn’t stop at the school gates
– the community and the local environment should be
part of the process
• We should move away from preconceptions of reward
and recognition when managing expectations – we
should be aware of how children feel about each stage
of the development of school design
• Once funding arrives, everything happens very quickly
so it’s vital to involve students at the earliest possible stage
• All of the stakeholders will have a different perception
of what is important. We need to ensure children’s
voices are heard

Manchester Forum

Newcastle Forum

Attendees, including school pupils, divided into
groups to respond to the question, ‘How might the
joinedupdesignforschools process contribute to new school
building programmes?’ Four main themes were selected from
the feedback of these discussions, and each group discussed
one theme, and reported their ideas to the room.

Attendees, including school pupils, divided into
groups to respond to the question, ‘How might the
joinedupdesignforschools process contribute to new school
building programmes?’ Four main themes were selected
from the feedback of these discussions, and each group then
discussed one theme, and reported their ideas to the room.

The key issues identified were:
• Adults see cost as the major issue; schoolchildren’s
involvement can place emphasis on investing in
good design
• Projects could contribute to the curriculum, especially
where GCSE Construction is offered
• School buildings are often not used to maximum effect
– some rooms are used far more than others, and
designers are better than LEAs at knowing how to
arrange rooms so they will be used effectively
• The wider community should be consulted and feel
ownership of the school
• The process of involving pupils should be taken
seriously, and it should not become tokenistic
• A drop-in centre with the architect could be housed onsite during construction, so everyone can find out what’s
going on

Benefits
• Pupils develop confidence and presentation skills
• Pupils feel everyone in their school can have a say
through surveys
• Students can offer creative impetus to complement the
pragmatic approach of the DfES
• Furniture and facilities can become more user friendly,
students know the real priorities
• Parents and the wider community can become involved
– they are the key to engaging pupils and teachers
Barriers
• A senior figure in the school needs to allocate
substantial amounts of time to the project
• Small architectural businesses may struggle with the
extra time needed to include pupil consultation in the
design/build process

Birmingham Forum

Hull Forum

Attendees, including school pupils, divided into groups
to respond to the question, ‘What are the main benefits
and barriers to pupil engagement in the BSF programme?’ Each
group summarised their discussion to the room.

Attendees, including school pupils, divided into groups to
discuss four topics: complete rebuilding, major refurbishment,
potential for pupil stakeholders and primary education. Groups
gave the room feedback on their discussion.

Benefits
• Adults get preoccupied with budget constraints,
whereas children can provide fresh ideas
• Students are more likely to want to go into school if they
have been involved in the design process
• The programme inspires creativity and all sides develop
life-skills. The designers also learn a new way of working
• A representative client team can have a positive effect on
respect for pupils in the team, and respect for the whole
school
• Pupils learn about the design process and learn how to
present ideas
• Students learn how to get what they want

The key issues identified were:
• Students should be an integral part of the BSF process,
from bidding to build
• Local authorities are seen as the main clients of BSF,
but the true clients are schoolchildren and the
community. A change of mindset is needed to make
people think differently about the BSF process
• Student councils have an important part to play in
surveying and representing the interests of the whole
school community
• Engaging pupils from feeder schools in projects for
their secondary schools could ease anxiety about the
transition from primary to secondary school
• Parents who work in the construction/design industries
have a lot to offer if they become involved
• Areas like Hull with a history of industrial land use/
landfill may be unsuitable for rebuild projects
• Consortia serve the interests of contractors, and may
have different priorities to children, teachers and other
stakeholders
• There is a danger of losing momentum midway through
a BSF process if lots of people are involved

Barriers
• Teachers don’t want anything to eat into time that could
be used for curriculum learning
• It is important that the lead teacher has the right
perspective, or they could force the project in the
direction they want
• Lengthy process – children could feel they have missed
out if there is a delay
• Some users may feel marginalised and community
facilities could be ignored
Points
• Ideas should be shared for future generations of BSF
schools, so lessons can be learned

Bristol Forum

Maidstone Forum

Attendees divided into groups to respond to the question, ‘What
are the main benefits and barriers to pupil engagement in the
BSF programme?’ Each group summarised their discussion to
the room.

Attendees, including school pupils, divided into groups to
respond to the question, ‘What are the main benefits and
barriers to pupil engagement in the BSF programme?’ Each
group summarised their discussion to the room.

Benefits
• Pupils feel ownership of spaces they help to design,
and bring fresh thinking.
• Even if pupils leave the school before the design is
constructed, they feel a sense of pride in having a
legacy in the school building
• The process could feed into the curriculum in many
areas

Benefits
• Pupils are the experts, and they’re the ones who benefit.
So they should be involved
• If pupils are more engaged, they will be more motivated
to come into school
• The school will be better cared for if students feel
ownership

Barriers
• Pupil consultation needs to be built into the process from
the very start. Time constraints make this difficult
Points
• Uniformity may have its benefits – the trend for flexibility,
for example, leads to open spaces that may be difficult
to work in
• Expectations can be controlled by ensuring the obstacles
are explained to pupils, even if this includes budgets
and complex processes

Barriers
• There needs to be lots of time for the process. Adults
will need to point out problems, because children are
fantastic but they won’t understand everything
• Contract consortia – they benefit from maintaining/
producing the building, not from the quality of
education pupils receive.
• Language about buildings is hard to understand

The following pages show the exhibition panels displayed at Westminster

Social Spaces

When deciding what they wanted designers to change in their school, social
space was the pupils’ most popular choice. Schools have very few dedicated
indoor spaces for break and lunch times, and frequently have undeveloped
playgrounds. Pupils said they needed space to relax away from the pressure
of the classroom, somewhere with shelter from the weather, somewhere to sit

down. They want a place in which they feel secure, but also one that feels
more like their own space than the teachers’. Pupils feel their playgrounds are
too exposed, too open to the elements and too drab. Where they do not have
dedicated spaces they create them, in places not designed to be social, such
as under the stairs, in the toilets or in the corridors.

Uniform
Pupils want to feel proud of their school, and believe that modernising the uniform
would improve their self-respect. They want comfortable, smart, ‘cool-looking’
clothes that they would be proud to wear. Many schools conducted whole school
surveys, which showed that ties and blazers were unpopular, and that pupils
preferred more relaxed, relevant styles and lighter, more breathable fabrics. What
they wear matters, not always because they want to stand out, but often because
they want to fit it. Self-image and their place in the community is important to them.
Aldercar Community Language College, Langley Mill, Nottingham
+ Paul Smith
Pupils now wearing the Paul Smith uniform enjoy its relaxed, contemporary style.
Beechwood Secondary School, Slough + Natasha Wright
Concept for a sports kit made from breathable, soft, easy to wash materials.
Ivy Bank Business & Enterprise College, Burnley + Ally Capellino
Concept proposes a collection of clothing that allows for pupils’ individuality.

‘We want a uniform so that people will take
pride in our school.’ Client team brief

Aldercar Community Language College, Langley Mill, Nottingham

Beechwood Secondary School, Slough

Ivy Bank Business & Enterprise College, Burnley

Colour
Colour often gets left out of the equation when buildings are designed. It tends to
be an add-on or an after-thought, and is rarely a priority. Young people understand
the effect of colour and what a dramatic effect it can have on the mood of a school
building. Pupils want ‘bold, modern colours’, ‘cheerful colours’ and ‘more colours
everywhere!’ They also want colour to enhance the atmosphere, and to ‘make the
space calm’, a common request from older pupils. Colour is an important part of the
conversation in many projects; some pupil client teams surveyed the whole school to
identify a favourite colour.
Beacon Community Junior School, Falmouth*
+ Kevin McCloud
This concept presents a colourful use of materials and lighting for a
multi-purpose hall.
Beacon Community Junior School, Falmouth

*Now Falmouth Primary School

Pupils visiting the Victoria and Albert
Musuem exhibition were invited to
vote on colours they would like to see
in their schools. Blues were voted the
most popular colours.

‘Our school needs colours. It’s
boring, drab and grey.’ Client

Learning Spaces

Pupils want modern, inspiring places in which to learn. They want daylight and
‘fresh and clean air’. They find it hard to concentrate in temperature extremes and
want their rooms warm in winter and cool in summer, with some suggesting they
should be air-conditioned. Pupils want their learning places to be decorated in
cheerful, calming colours and would like variety. Views are important to them;

they want to see the seasons changing outside their windows. Storage is an issue;
they need space for their bags and coats, and want a place to store their work
safely. They also want to display their work. They would like spaces they would
want to go and learn in, spaces that would help them concentrate.

Films

Short films were produced for many of the joinedupdesignforschools projects.
They record significant points in the process, such as the client team’s identification
of the challenge; the team’s brief to its designer; meetings at the school and
design studio to discuss the designer’s initial ideas; visits; and the final concept
presentation to Heads, Governors and the wider school community.

Not only do the films record the process, they also demonstrate how, through
this experience, pupils discover life skills such as problem-solving, teamworking,
communication, negotiation and citizenship, all of which lead to self-belief and
confidence. Six of the films have been re-edited and broadcasted by Teachers TV
since June 2006.

‘From what I’ve seen from touring round the country with this
exhibition and meeting the kids, the benefits are enormous.
And the benefits to the designers are, they get real ideas of
what the kids are concerned about and what they would accept
as realistic, manageable solutions.’ Chris Bissell, Chief Architect,
DfES

‘The project has created a very attractive and practical dining
area for the school that students wish to use, in contrast to
the previous dull and uninviting canteen area. The fact that
the design was one led by the students themselves gives them
ownership of it rather than it being an area that was created by
others.’ Ian Patterson, Camden Council

‘We would be really pleased to work more collaboratively with
you on any future developments in Birmingham or in other BSF
areas. We recognise the challenge of the BSF procurement
process and are determined to ensure the best possible
outcomes for our schools and their local communities.’ Tony
Howell, Strategic Director – Children, Young People & Families,
Birmingham City Council

‘Students and teachers must be involved in the design of future
schools. Joinedupdesignforschools has plenty of good answers!’
Stephen Heppell, Guardian Unlimited

‘I like to be involved in the design of my own house and my
own office, and I don’t see why pupils are any different, and
actually they’re the ones that know best how badly it works.’
Sally Brooks, Head of Schools Capital, Policy and Delivery,
DfES
‘Government now requires us under the Every Child Matters
agenda to involve children, young people and their families
in “service design and improvement.” Your project has given
us a wonderful experience of doing just that – and given us
the confidence to start incorporating such involvement into our
day to day project development procedures.’ Trevor Cooper,
Cornwall County Council

‘We were really impressed by the event last night so wanted to
pass on our thanks for being invited and our congratulations
to everyone involved, it really was very inspiring – we were
talking this morning of how great the students were, they
were so self confident and professional.’ Joanna Partridge,
Policy Advisor, National Strategies Policy Team, Teaching and
Learning Division, School Standards - DfES

‘They looked at the use of space, colour, texture, form and
function. They learned transferable skills about managing time
and working to deadlines. They developed communication and
presentation skills. They learned how to make a layout look
good, which is useful for GCSE. Crucially, they learned how to
talk about their work. It raised their confidence and raised their
self-esteem. The self-esteem issue cannot be underestimated.’
Rachel Quesnel, Teacher – attended Manchester Forum

‘Both the forum event and the reception went very well and the
feedback was very positive. The subject is a topic near to our
hearts in Kent and one we want to take forward as we invest
significant sums into new school buildings, both as part of BSF
and from the rest of our significant Capital Programme. I hope
that as we move forward we can strengthen the link between
Kent County Council and the Sorrell Foundation.’ Grahame
Ward, Director – Resources, Kent County Council

‘I would say to consortiums and contractors who are building
schools to the future: look closely at the examples that have
been achieved through this work. Look at how they can be
replicated. Look to see if you can copy the successes here and
make sure that the pupils’ voice is heard. Then we can make
sure the schools being built for the future are built for the future
needs of young people, as well as the other people who work
in those schools.’ Jim Knight MP, Minister for Schools

‘I have been back to the exhibition with friends and was
pleased to see it buzzing with people.’ Joanne Shaw – Design
in Parliament

‘Very cool exhibit, some schools are way better than mine.’
Pupil visitor

‘The work that the Foundation has been doing to really
engage young people in the design of new school buildings
is inspirational, and I very much hope that we take it further
as our major re-building programme in Bristol develops.’ Nick
Batchelor, Programme Director, Standards and Achievement,
Bristol City Council

‘There are many school buildings that, while functioning well,
are not interesting places for children or adults to be. We need
to develop new ideas for school design that are exciting and
really work.’ Mukund Patel, Schools Capital, Head of Design
and Assets, DfES

‘I am sure joinedupdesignforschools will make a difference to
the huge capital investment we are making in rebuilding and
refurbishing all the secondary schools and half the primary
schools. We have to make the most of that opportunity. Our
challenge is to provide attractive, imaginative and stimulating
environments that are also safe and secure, so we need to
ensure that young people are involved in this way in shaping
their own environment. I am fully committed to working with the
Sorrell Foundation and others to try to make this vision a reality
in my capacity as design champion. I look forward to ongoing
work.’ Jim Knight MP, Minister for Schools
‘Every project I’ve seen has been very different, and it’s been
so exciting to see students involved in a process that isn’t
sitting individually, learning by rote, but learning as teams cooperating together. It’s a wonderful, wonderful innovation. I just
hope we can keep it going.’ Barry Sheerman MP

The aim of the Sorrell Foundation
is to inspire creativity in young
people and to improve quality
of life through good design.

www.thesorrellfoundation.com

The Sorrell Foundation would like to thank the many people and
organisations with whom it has worked over the past six years.
We would particularly like to thank the Department for
Education and Skills for their support and encouragement.

