We believe that every
13–16 year old should
have the opportunity to
study subjects they love
on Saturdays at their local
university or college.
Over the academic year,
their Saturday Club
tutors and industry
professionals will build
their skills, nurture their
talents and inspire them
towards further and higher
education and careers that
will be right for them.

The Saturday Club Trust
The Saturday Club Trust is a new charity which will take
over the development of the national network of Saturday
Clubs from the Sorrell Foundation.
Its purpose is to give 13–16 year olds the unique opportunity
to study subjects they love at their local college or university.
The classes are free of charge and are delivered by tutors,
supported by student assistants.

“This is the only
club my son has
ever stuck at,
which says it
all.”
Parent

The aim is to nurture the young people’s talent, build
their confidence, skills and self-esteem and to show them
pathways into further and higher education and careers that
they will enjoy.
The Saturday Club movement began in 2009 when the
Sorrell Foundation launched their National Art&Design
Saturday Club in four locations. Over the last seven years,
this has grown and is now in 47 colleges and universities,
with 1,200 13–16 year olds receiving 100 hours of free tuition
for up to 30 Saturdays each year.
The success of the National Art&Design Saturday Club
inspired the creation of the National Science & Engineering
Saturday Club, piloted in 2015 by Kingston University and
now in three other locations.
The National Fashion&Business Saturday Club has been
established recently and is being piloted in two locations.
The National Writing&Talking Saturday Club will launch
in Autumn 2016.

Frances and John Sorrell set up the Sorrell Foundation in 1999
with the aim of inspiring creativity in young people.
Over the last 17 years, the Foundation has worked with more than
10,000 young people across the UK on a range of programmes,
including joinedupdesignforschools, the Young Design Programme,
Myplace and Design out Crime and, over the last 7 years, has
developed and run the Saturday Club model.

The Saturday Club Trust will consolidate and develop these
existing clubs and explore the potential for clubs in other
subjects.

The model � a new network
The Saturday Club model is based on utilising existing
buildings, facilities, educational experts and professionals
in industry.

“The Saturday
Club is very
important
because it is
about real
exchange
between
achievers and
aspirers at that
magical time
when young
minds are
absorbing what
the world has to
offer.”
Antony Gormley

The Times, 5 August 1955

Saturday Clubs are a new model but not a
new idea. The wartime coalition and post-war
governments both recognised the potential of
giving schoolchildren a taste of a possible career
path through Saturday classes at their local further
or higher education institution. The art and design
classes described in this press cutting were targeting
recruits for the design industry in order to improve
the quality and competitiveness of British products
for world markets and to create wealth for the nation.

The UK has a comprehensive network of over 300 colleges
and universities, located in the heart of communities,
close to local schools. We ask them to open their doors
on Saturdays to local schoolchildren. The tutors run the
clubs and students assist. They create exciting programmes
of around 100 hours of free expert tuition on up to 30
Saturdays a year.
Our approach joins up colleges and universities with schools,
to use their facilities and to help each local community
give some of its young people a potentially life-changing
opportunity.
As well as the 30 Saturday classes, club members visit
museums, workplaces and other organisations, and exhibit
their work in the Summer Show at London’s Somerset
House. They also attend a Masterclass with leading
professionals, giving them unique insights into areas of work
and study that they might consider in the future.
Members are encouraged to go along by teachers who
recognise their talents. Attendance, unlike school, is not
compulsory but nearly all attend regularly throughout the
entire programme. As with FE and HE students, their level
of involvement is largely up to them and most respond with
huge commitment and enthusiasm.
This national movement provides a programme designed
around a local delivery system, supported by a national
network of tutors – who share knowledge, best practice
and inspiration – and joined together by the Saturday Club
Trust, acting as catalyst, champion and co-ordinator.
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Our successful model has already been applied to a range
of disciplines. The model can be tailored to suit the subjects
covered and the industries to which they relate. All clubs have
contact with professionals, special visits and the chance to
show work in a national exhibition.
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founded 2009

The National Art&Design Saturday Club is led by expert
tutors as a year-long programme which includes a wide range
of disciplines and processes, linked at every stage to relevant
areas of work in the UK’s thriving creative industries. Much
like a foundation course, this is an opportunity to try out a
wide range of techniques and materials not normally found in
schools. There are also trips to exhibitions, visits from artists
and live briefs from creative professionals.

founded 2015

The National Science&Engineering Saturday Club was
prototyped by Kingston University London. Members
learn about the latest thinking and technology as well as
extraordinary past achievements. Each individual club’s
unique year-long programme includes demonstrations and
hands-on experiments, and also focuses on a particular
theme. These currently include broadcast engineering, tidal
energy, wellbeing and nutrition and ‘a journey into space’.
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Greater London
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Fashion&Business Saturday Club, run in
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with
the British Fashion Council, reflects the
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Current Club locations for
Art&Design
Science&Engineering
Fashion&Business

●
●●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●
●
● ●●

●

●
launching
Autumn 2016

pattern-cutting and trend forecasting to fashion journalism
and retail management, the club programme also looks at
the fashion calendar and considers ethical and legal issues,
including sustainable sourcing and intellectual property.
The National Writing&Talking Saturday Club, run in
association with the University of East Anglia and the
Writers’ Centre Norwich, will launch later this year, and
will cover creative writing, public speaking, literary criticism
and much more.
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1	Garment construction at the Manchester
Metropolitan University Fashion&Business Club
2 Screen printing at Hereford College of Arts
3 Curated tour of the Courtauld Gallery

4	University of Bolton Club members at their
Priestmangoode Masterclass
5	Masterclass at Sussex Coast College with architect
Mike Davies, where the team made an air-filled dome
6	Club members from Kingston University
Science&Engineering Club with their rockets

7	Hereford College of Arts Masterclass with
Thomas Heatherwick
8	Welding class at Coleg Sir Gâr Science&Engineering
Club
9 In the ceramics studio at Plymouth College of Art

10 Club members with their Certifcates of Achievement
11	Kingston Science&Engineering Club members on
their London Visit at the Science Museum
12	UAL Club members at their Masterclass with
Thomas Randall-Page

Benefits and impact

65%

28%
Every year, the work of Saturday Clubs has been independently
evaluated and consistently shown to create unique benefits and
far-reaching impacts for the young people who participate.

of Club locations are in the most
deprived parts of the country

of Club members are from
BAME backgrounds

70%

12%

have never visited a
gallery or museum

of Club members are on
Free School Meals

80%
achieve at least one grade
higher than anticipated at GCSE

70%
of alumni want to pursue a
career in their chosen subject

Improving access
Our Saturday Clubs are always free to attend. 12% of
members are eligible for free school meals, 28% are from
Black, Asian and minority ethnic (bame) backgrounds and
70% have never visited a gallery or museum before.
Raising attainment
Attendance at Saturday Clubs improves young people’s
motivation and attitude to school work. As a result, 80% of
participants achieve at least one grade higher than expected
at GCSE.
Leading to progression
Regularly attending our Saturday Club at their local college
or university enthuses members about the possibility
of further study. 30% go on to foundation, diploma or
undergraduate study.
Creating aspiration
The excitement and inspiration of a special visit to London,
an industry masterclass and the national exhibition of
their work at Somerset House combine to raise members’
aspirations for their future lives and careers. By the end of the
year, 70% want to pursue a career in their chosen subject.
Enhancing life skills
Choosing to attend every week, meeting new people, taking
part in special events, learning in a different style and trying
out new materials and techniques – all these experiences
combine to have a profound impact on the young people who
join a Saturday Club. As well as nurturing their developing
talents and introducing them to technical and specialist skills,
taking part also improves members’ confidence and selfesteem and builds their time-management, team-work and
communications skills.

Join the movement
ART&DESIGN

The potential for growing this movement has already been
proven; since it began, the National Art&Design Saturday
Club has grown more than tenfold. A very successful pilot
in 2015 has quickly led to the National Science&Engineering
Saturday Club spreading to 4 locations. Our first National
Fashion&Business Saturday Club started in 2016 and will soon
be followed with new programmes for Writing &Talking and
Innovation&Enterprise, amongst others.

SCIENCE&ENGINEERING

FASHION&BUSINESS

“Our relationship
with local schools
is strengthening
all the time –
they continually
remark on the
change they
have seen in the
learners who
attend, growing
in confidence
and knowledge.”

WRITING&TALKING

?
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?
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But this is just the start. We believe that every 13–16 year old
should have the opportunity to study subjects they love on
Saturdays at their local university or college. Their Saturday
Club will build their skills, nurture their talents and inspire
them to explore study routes and career options that will be
right for them.
Over the coming years, the Saturday Club Trust will work
to consolidate our established clubs, to grow our network
of partners, and to create new clubs across a broad range of
disciplines and in many more locations.
In order to make our vision a reality for young people across
the UK, we are seeking new partnerships with education
establishments, trade associations and professional bodies,
advocacy organisations, public institutions and charitable
foundations.
We are keen to talk to people who see the potential and share
our passion, who can help to advocate for this vision and who
would like to work with us to take forward the Saturday Club
movement as it enters this exciting next stage.
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